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Don’t miss the Spartan Daily’s live coverage 
of President Jon Whitmore’s news confer-
ence on Wednesday at 3.
Follow the Spartan Daily’s live blog of a talk 
hosted by an Israeli consulate on Thursday.
Watch live video of a press conference host-
ed by Dick Tomey about College Football’s 
National Signing Day on Wednesday at 3.
Members of the Gulf Coast 
Civic Works Project said they 
were disappointed aft er a resolu-
tion they proposed was excluded 
from the stimulus package ap-
proved by the House of Repre-
sentatives last Th ursday.
Latu Tapaatoutai, a senior 
history major and Gulf Coast 
Civic Works Project member, 
said she was frustrated that Sen. 
Landrieu, D-Louisiana, did not 
introduce the bill H.R. 4048 into 
the stimulus package.
“I just think at this time with 
all the job cuts and where this 
economy is at now, to me it makes 
more sense to have a program that 
targets public infrastructure to re-
build America,” she said. “At the 
same time, you provide jobs for 
not just those in the Gulf Coast, 
but those throughout the nation.”
Th e Gulf Coast Civic Works 
Project, which includes 15 active 
SJSU students, proposes the cre-
ation of 100,000 civic works jobs 
for displaced Gulf Coast resi-
dents who lost their homes as a 
result of Hurricane Katrina.
Th e projected cost of the proj-
ect is a total of $3.125 billion, 
with $2.5 billion as the estimat-
ed cost of wages for the work-
ers. Th e workers would rebuild 
homes, parks, schools and other 
public infrastructures.
Scott  Myers-Lipton, associ-
ate professor of sociology at 
SJSU and co-founder of the cam-
paign, said Landrieu off ered two 
amendments but not the one 
created by the Gulf Coast Civic 
Works Project.
“Th e Gulf Coast Civic Works 
campaign had a ton of calls into 
the offi  ce of Senator Landrieu, 
Senator Cochran and Senator 
Shelby,” he said. “We are hope-
ful that one of them, most likely 
Senator Landrieu, will introduce 
the Gulf Coast Civic Works Act 
in the next two weeks as a stand-
alone bill.”
Myers-Lipton also said that 
Landrieu’s staff  indicated that 
they needed to vet the bill more 
and that they needed to think 
about the procurement process, 
in addition to whether or not it 
should be placed in the Louisi-
ana Recovery Authority.
According to the authority’s 
Web site, its mission is to help re-
Spartan Daily photographer, Derek Sijder, 
shares his personal multimedia story  
on the inauguration trip. 
Avoid getting too dependent on fancy 
technology. Sometimes it is refreshing to do 
things the old fashion way. Besides, do we 
really need an electric can-opener to open 
cans when we can destroy it with our fi sts?
Today is the last day to drop 
classes with a “W” grade. The 
last day to add classes is 
Feb. 10.
Donors pumped $83M to 
Calif. gay marriage campaign
SAN FRANCISCO — More than $83 
million was donated to support 
or oppose the ballot initiative that 
abolished same-sex marriage in 
California, according to campaign 
fi lings released Monday. The fi nal 
tallies show that opponents of 
Proposition 8 raised $43.3 million 
in 2008 and had a little more than 
$730,000 left on hand at year’s 
end. The measure’s sponsors 
raised $39.9 million and had 
$983,000 left over.
‘Girls Gone Wild’ founder 
arrested in LA 
LOS ANGELES — “Girls Gone Wild” 
founder Joe Francis has been 
arrested in Los Angeles after he 
showed up fi ve hours late for a 
federal court hearing in his tax 
evasion case. Francis is accused 
of claiming more than $20 million 
in bogus business expenses on his 
corporate tax returns, including 
$3.8 million for a home in Mexico 
and $10.4 million in phony 
consulting services. 
Wisecracking mobster Joey 
the Clown gets life term 
CHICAGO — Reputed mob 
boss Joseph “Joey the Clown” 
Lombardo was sentenced 
Monday to life in federal prison for 
serving as a leader of Chicago’s 
organized crime family and the 
murder of a government witness 
in a union pension fraud case.
Lombardo, 80, was among three 
reputed mob bosses and two 
alleged henchmen convicted in 
September 2007 at the landmark 
Operation Family Secrets trial 
which lifted the curtain of secrecy 
from the seamy operations of 
Chicago’s underworld.
Afghanistan may become new 
Iraq in wartime spending
WASHINGTON — Waste and 
corruption that marred Iraq’s 
reconstruction will be repeated 
in Afghanistan unless the 
U.S. transforms the unwieldy 
bureaucracy managing tens of 
billions of dollars in infrastructure 
projects, government watchdogs 
warned Monday. The U.S. has 
devoted more than $30 billion to 
rebuilding Afghanistan. 
— Associated Press
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Every semester, students 
logon to MySJSU and hesitant-
ly scroll down to fi nd out how 
much they will be paying the 
Bursar’s Offi  ce.
According to a report by the 
National Center for Public Policy 
and Higher Education, the price 
of education is steadily rising na-
tionwide. Prices in the California 
State University system felt an 
increase of almost $800 since 
Fall 2006, the report said.
A residential, full-time, under-
graduate student can expect to 
pay about $1,996 for a semester at 
SJSU. A full-time graduate student 
can expect to pay $2,350 while 
a non-resident pays that amount 
plus $339 per unit, according to 
the SJSU Bursar’s Offi  ce.
“I can never go to school full-
time because it would be too 
much to have to pay at once,” 
said Diem Hoang, a senior inter-
national business major.
So what exactly is the money 
going toward?  Student fees are 
mainly separated into two cat-
egories including the state uni-
versity fee and campus fees, ac-
cording to the Bursar’s Offi  ce’s 
Web site.
Th e state university fee for 
the spring semester is $1,524. 
Th is portion of the money goes 
to the government, where it 
is then redistributed back to 
Natasha Hawkins is one of 
senior catcher Britt any McCo-
nnell’s three roommates, all of 
whom play soft ball for SJSU. 
Both she and McConnell also 
played on the same traveling 
soft ball team while growing up 
just south of Redding, Calif.
“(McConnell) brings a lot 
of confi dence onto the fi eld and 
makes sure everyone knows what 
their roles are,” she said.
McConnell is the heart of 
SJSU’s 2009 soft ball team, ac-
cording to her coaches and team-
mates. In January, McConnell 
was named to the preseason all-
conference soft ball team as an at-
large selection.
“She has great leadership 
qualities and she understands 
what we’re trying to do here,” 
said SJSU soft ball head coach Pe-
ter Turner. “She does everything 
we ask her to do and to have an 
impact player like that hopefully 
will help us when we actually 
start to play.”
“It’s a nice award to get, but 
she’ll be the fi rst one to tell you 
that it doesn’t mean anything 
until she does it on the fi eld this 
year,” Turner added.
Last year she led the team 
in batt ing average with a mark 
of .328 and home runs with 13. 
She had a fi elding percentage of 
.989, committ ing four errors in 
61 games last season.
McConnell, as a co-captain 
along with junior Kelli Fangoni-
lo, brings the team together both 
on and off  the fi eld. 
“We just all click really well 
together, and it’s just so much fun 
and it brings that much more fun 
onto the fi eld when everybody 
gets along and everybody is com-
municating and the overall team 
Senior catcher Brittany McConnell was selected as a preseason 
all-conference player entering this season. Last season, she 
batted .328 with 13 home runs, starting all 61 games.
Plans for Student Union.
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
Courtesy of Student Center Facility Project
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Proposal would have been 
part of stimulus plan 
After losing out, Gulf Coast project goes back to the drawing board
Chasing student fees to on-campus projects, programs
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer
See GULF, page 2
SJSU softball player in a league of her own
MINH PHAM
Staff Writer
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Increases to student 
fees include Student 
Union improvements
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Senior co-captain catcher Brittany McConnell 
prepares for season, named to all-conference team
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer
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Farmer’s Market
Fresh fruits and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Clark Hall, 
rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at luisa@
postalmodern.com. 
Photo Gallery
Featuring the works of Doan 
Franklin.
6 p.m. in Gallery 5.
Pride of the Pacifi c Islands
First general meeting.
5:30 p.m. in the Ohlone Room at the 
Student Union.
Red Dress for Wellness 
Luncheon and fashion contest.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the University 
Room.
Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at mchuy-
ang@email.sjsu.edu. 
Alumni Legends
SJSU alumnus Bob Pisano, President 
of the Motion Pictures Association of 
America, discusses the fi lm industry.
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in Engineering 
189.
Contact Marie McCann at marie.
mccann@sjsu.edu.
Eat Your Heart Out
Learn healthy tips while walking 
around campus. Each participant will 
receive a water bottle, water, a Red 
Dress pin and other prizes.
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in the Health Build-
ing, Room 208.
Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at mchuy-
ang@email.sjsu.edu. 
Lecture
A discussion titled “How Do You Find 
the Philanthropic Doorbell,” hosted 
by Bull Somerville.
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall, Room 
322.
Israel Open Discussion 
An uncensored discussion hosted by 
Spartans for Israel.
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Almaden 
Room of the Student Union.
Contact Vanina at 286-6669.
Spartan Squad Snow Day
Eight tons of snow is brought to 
SJSU for a Snow Day. Sponsored by 
Spartan Squad and Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Prevention Committee.
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Seventh Street 
Plaza.
Make Learning Styles Work 
For You
A workshop about learning styles
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.
Raising GPAs
Tips on how to raise your grade point 
average.
12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
SPARTAGUIDE
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What do California budget 
cuts mean to you?
Feature and photos by HANK DREW
Staff Writer
MICHELLE WERNER
“Personally, I haven’t seen a lot of impact from the 
budget crisis. What I worry about most is how current 
students are going to have a lack of resources that 
otherwise might help them. The nursing program is 
dropping its enrollment.”
junior, nursing
MAJEED MOHAMED
“It has defi nitely made an impact because tuition has 
gone up. Now fi nancial aid has not gone up. If I didn’t 
have some books from previous semesters, I wouldn’t 
have had enough to buy books. I just made it by.”
junior, civil engineering
ASHISH KOSHTI
“As a student I see that on-campus jobs 
are being reduced. They are giving less 
hours for student employees on campus.”
graduate, electrical engineering
TRISHA MOVILLA
 “A lot of my friends applied after the cutoff and 
it was really hard for me to know they were not 
going to be here next year. It’s hard to get into 
some classes. I think it is going to be terrible.”
freshman, microbiology
CAMPUSVOICESCAMPUSIMAGES
build the state aft er destruction 
from hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
in 2005, and hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike in 2008.
Representatives of Landrieu’s 
offi  ce said they did secure billions 
of dollars in aid to Louisiana in 
other acts of the stimulus package 
that would help in other areas.
“Th is package will channel 
funding to critical Louisiana in-
frastructure projects, which will 
create thousands of jobs in our 
state,” she wrote on her Web site. 
“We also addressed the need to 
improve our schools, enhance law 
enforcement programs and fi x our 
nation’s decaying highways.”
Part of the aid listed on her 
offi  cial Web site includes: $322.1 
million for Louisiana K-12 
school construction, $400 mil-
lion in highway funds for Loui-
siana, $1.4 billion in hurricane 
recovery funding for Louisiana 
and $250 million for Louisiana 
in agriculture and rural commu-
nity relief.
Myers-Lipton said that if the 
bill was not added to the stimu-
lus package, the Gulf Coast Civic 
Works Project would ask Presi-
dent Obama to sign an executive 
order. He said the group mailed 
the president a lett er asking him 
to pass the bill.
“We have not heard directly 
from President Obama — he did 
not respond or any of his staff 
respond to that lett er,” he said. 
“What did happen is various 
members from the Gulf Coast 
communities have been asked 
by President Obama’s transition 
team what they should be do-
ing in the Gulf Coast, and many 
people have brought up that he 
should sign the executive order 
creating the Gulf Coast Civic 
Works Project.”
Gulf Coast Civic Works mem-
ber Roberto Garcia-Ceballos 
said that the group will need to 
reorganize its strategy to pass the 
resolution.
“If Senator Landrieu or any-
body else isn’t taking it seriously, 
we need to show them we’re se-
rious by showing that we have 
numbers in California, we have 
numbers in the Gulf Coast, we 
have numbers in D.C. We have 
grassroots and talkroots,” said 
Garcia-Ceballos, a senior sociol-
ogy major.
According to the National 
Hurricane Center, Hurricane 
Katrina was the costliest of the 
fi ve deadliest hurricanes to ever 
strike the United States. Th ey 
estimated that the total damage 
from Katrina is twice the cost of 
insured losses of $40.6 billion, 
totaling about $81 billion.
GULF  After losing out with stimulus plan proposal, 
group will try asking president to sign executive order
Jeffrey Nguyen, a sophomore microbiology major, does a 
break-dancing move called “The Nike” in front of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library last 
Tuesday. Nguyen held his position for more than a second, preceded by a sequence of other 
moves, during his break from class.
YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily 
“This package will channel funding to 
critical Louisiana infrastructure projects”
MARY L. LANDRIEU
Senator D-Louisiana
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com
Check out images taken by 
Spartan Daily photographers 
in the Photo Blog.
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Football may have been 
on the minds of millions over 
the weekend, but at Santa 
Clara University, the bleach-
ers were fi lled to capacity 
with spectators watching the 
Nor-Cal Open women’s water 
polo tournament.
Th e Spartans, ranked tenth 
nationally according to the 
NCAA, won three of four 
games this weekend at the 
Sullivan Aquatic Center, im-
proving their overall record 
to 5-2.
On Saturday, SJSU defeated 
Santa Clara 17-7 and Cal State 
Monterey Bay 17-10 — both 
season highs in scoring for 
the Spartans.
Following Saturday’s victo-
ries, the Spartans split matches, 
losing to UC Davis and defeat-
ing Sonoma State.
Freshman Dani Curran led 
the team in scoring for both 
the Monterey Bay game, with 
four goals, and with her three 
goals during the UC Davis 
matchup Sunday.
Freshman Meagan Minson 
and sophomore Lauren Lewis 
had a combined seven saves 
against Sonoma State University. 
Minson led the tournament 
with a total of 15 goalkeeper 
saves overall at the four Nor-Cal 
Open matches, while her team-
mate Juliet Moss had her fi rst 
of two fi ve-goal games against 
Santa Clara.
Th e Spartans’ winning streak 
stopped against Davis, at 10-9. 
SJSU scored four points in the 
third quarter but could not keep 
it up during the fourth quarter 
against the Aggies. 
“Our passing led to a few 
mistakes,” Curran said.
SJSU head coach Lou Tully 
said he thought the Spartans 
played well.
“But the performance with 
Davis — we should have stepped 
up,” Tully said.
Nearly half of the 21-
player roster for the Spartans 
is freshmen. 
Tully said this weekend’s 
games allowed his players an 
opportunity to get some game 
time and show what they can 
do in competition.
Th e Spartans rounded out 
the tournament with a 14-9 win 
over Sonoma State aft er scoring 
fi ve points in the fi rst quarter. 
Th e early lead helped the team 
stay several points ahead of the 
Seawolves in every quarter and 
never fell behind en route to 
their third victory of the week-
end.
Moss’ second fi ve-goal game 
came against Sonoma State and 
she scored 12 goals throughout 
the tournament.
“We can take this weekend 
and Michigan (Michigan Kick-
Off ) and work on things that we 
need to practice on, so we can 
become a bett er team through-
out the rest of the season,” Moss 
said.
Moss said the Spartans are 
ready for their fi rst Mountain 
Pacifi c Sports Federation game 
on Wednesday.
With one more day to go be-
fore hosting nationally ranked 
Hawaii at the Aquatic Center, 
Tully said the Spartans will work 
on passing and handling the ball 
before the contest.
SOFTBALL  Senior catcher still 
enjoys the game but wants to help 
children in need upon graduating college 
Continued from page 1
DAN LU
Staff Writer
Spartans win three of four in Nor-Cal Open
Moss has two fi ve-goal 
games and scores 
12 times in tournament
morale, I think, is just amaz-
ing this year,” McConnell said.
McConnell has 25 career 
home runs and is only two short 
of becoming the all-time record 
holder at SJSU. 
Kara Kanney, who played at 
SJSU from 1996 to 2000, cur-
rently holds the record with 27.
McConnell started all 61 
games in 2008 and also led the 
team in RBI’s with 51, and total 
bases with 107.
Th e four Spartans’ catch-
ers said they take their 
positions seriously.
 “We’re the batt ery of the 
team. We control the team,” Mc-
Connell said. “We calm them 
down. We’re the one that are 
supposed to communicate be-
cause if we don’t communicate, 
no one communicates.”
Freshman catcher Breanna 
Lopez said McConnell has 
taken her under her wing and 
helped her improve this season.
“She’s confi dent but she’s just 
a ball to play with,” Lopez said.
Despite maintaining a full 
course load and an intense prac-
tice schedule, McConnell said 
she still loves the game of soft -
ball. She is a child development 
major and hopes to work with 
autistic children or in another 
special education area when she 
graduates from SJSU next fall. 
Even though this is her last 
season as a collegiate soft ball 
player, she hopes to continue 
playing aft er graduation on a 
23-and-under soft ball team.
“I love it very much. It keeps 
you busy, which is very enjoy-
able,” McConnell said. “I prob-
ably would not know what to 
do if I didn’t have school or 
soft ball. I’d probably be a con-
fused person.”
DANIEL POWELL / Spartan Daily
“We can take this 
weekend and 
Michigan and work
on things that we 
need to practice on, 
so we  can become 
a better team.”
JULIET MOSS 
2-METER PLAYER
Courtesy of the Western Athletic ConferenceBrittany McConnell (at bat) had two hits for the Spartans in 
Game 1 of a doubleheader and added a three-run double and a stolen base in the second 
game against UC Davis on April 17, 2008. 
N
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Go to 
spartandailysports.wordpress.com
Follow the Spartan Daily 
BLOG
SPORTS BLOG
Freshman Katie Buzzetta looks for the pass during the Spartan 
women’s water polo 14-9 victory over Sonoma State University on
Sunday at Santa Clara University’s Sullivan Aquatic Center.
Will you be 
our friends? 
Check out the 
Daily’s fan page!
Go to  “Applications,” add “My 
Pages,” and search “Spartan Daily”
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From the canvas to the stage 
 Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
YOUTH SWIM TEAM COACH 
Part Time April-July for club in 
Santa Clara. Rec league for 
swimmers 6-18. Will manage 
asst. coaches. Exp preferred. 
Send resume to fpcc@com-
cast.net 
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
CHESS TUTOR needed for 
after- school programs in St. 
Clara county. Email: info@fae-
club.com 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. *FLEX-
IBLE SCHEDULES *No expe-
riencenecessary 
*Training provided *Customer 
sales/service *Scholarships 
awarded annually 
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu  
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
FOR RENT
HOUSE TO SHARE Rm & Ba. 
$950/mo inc utils. Good for 
faculty or grad student. Near 
SJSU.408 739-7232 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
TUTORING: Math, Chemistry, 
Physics
“I make it easy!” Call Jim
(307) 699-3392 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. 
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or 
other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of 
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers 
or addresses for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
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JESSICA FROMM
Staff Writer
Pablo Picasso was a leech. 
Th ere, I said it.
He may have been the most 
recognized fi gure in 20th centu-
ry art, the champion of the Cub-
ist movement, a child prodigy, 
genius, innovator of his time, 
and the man who painted “Guer-
nica.”
He was also a royal man-
whore, a person who used his 
friends and lovers, sucked them 
dry and spit them out, moving 
on to the next host as he saw fi t. 
Picasso left  shells of human be-
ings in his wake, sacrifi ces to his 
art used for the sole purpose of 
keeping creative juices fl owing, 
so to speak.
Th ese two sides to the man 
and the legend that was Pablo 
Picasso, plus a third, more vul-
nerable aspect of his personality, 
are the subjects of the San Jose 
Repertory Th eatre’s regional pre-
miere of “A Picasso.”
Directed by Jonathan 
Moscone, the play is set in Paris 
during the height of the Nazi 
occupation. 
Th e then-60-year-old Picasso 
( James Carpenter) is brought 
by force to a storage vault for 
the purpose of authenticating 
a trio of his past artworks, war-
time spoils recently seized by the 
Th ird Reich. 
Miss Fischer (Carrie Paff ), 
an att ractive blonde agent of the 
German Ministry of Culture, is 
sent to be his interrogator. 
A highly complex and nu-
anced game of cat and mouse 
erupts when her true intentions 
toward Picasso are revealed.
More a dramatic debate than 
traditional theatrical storyline, 
the two characters slowly reveal 
more about themselves than ei-
ther ever intended.
Commanding and holding the 
audience’s att ention for a straight 
75 minutes, the stamina of Paff  
and Carpenter is commendable. 
Th e entirety of this two-char-
acter play rests on the crackling 
chemistry between the duo, and 
they do not disappoint. 
Playwright Jeff ery Hatcher’s 
multi-layered dialogue remains 
smart and fresh in their skilled, if 
slightly hurried delivery.
Arguing politics, art, censor-
ship and the role of women in 
society, their emotional range is 
impressive. You could cut the sex-
ual tension of their quarrels with 
a knife. 
One moment, Paff  and Car-
penter are throwing casual verbal 
zings at one another from across 
a table. 
Th e next, they are shoving 
each other in frustration. 
Th en they’re breathing 
heavly down each others necks, 
noses centimeters apart, blow-
ing cigarett e smoke into each 
others eyes.
Paff  and Carpenter kept the 
audience on its toes, never sure 
if a passionate embrace or an 
emotional outburst would to 
come next as these two circled 
each other on the simple fi xed 
set, made to look like an under-
ground warehouse.
Carpenter’s Picasso, like the 
real thing, knows how to manip-
ulate women to do his bidding. 
Th ough the feisty Miss Fisch-
er resists, she, like the numerous 
women who came before her, 
cannot resist Picasso’s pull. Al-
ready an old man in 1941, how-
ever, Picasso’s advances do come 
off  as a bit lecherous.
Th ough Picasso the man was 
nowhere near perfect, this theat-
rical examination of his person-
ality, creativity and fl awed legend 
are well worth viewing.
“A Picasso” plays at the San 
Jose Repertory Th eatre through 
Feb. 22, Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday – Saturday at 8 p.m., 
matinees on Saturday at 3 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets 
range from $32-$61, visit sjrep.
com or call 408-367-7255.
Ambience
Progressive/Ambient/Rock-
Voodoo Lounge, 
14 S. Second St.
Bay Area four-piece band 
Ambience swam all over the 
sonic spectrum in front of a 
crowd of more than 100 last 
Th ursday night, combining mu-
sical versatility with a rare sense 
of control over a slew of diff erent 
guitar and bass sounds.
Comparisons to Los Gatos 
progressive/emo band Dredg, 
who had gained a national au-
dience by 2005, are unavoid-
able, particularly in the vocals 
department. 
But it was the band’s aban-
donment of actual songs that 
held the audience’s att ention for 
their 40-minute set.
Th e more structured pieces 
were interspersed with eff ects-
heavy ambient jams (imagine 
that) and entertaining drum 
circles, featuring congas, bongos 
and a djembe drum along with a 
traditional drum set.
While catchy, intricate and 
musically rich, the songs would 
have probably been received bet-
ter by an audience that had heard 
them before, but such is the of-
ten the case and not a knock on 
the band’s overall appeal.
Fans of bands like Dredg 
should take kindly to Ambi-
ence, and anyone with an appre-
ciation for prog rock, space rock, 
jam bands and drum circle stuff  
might fi nd something to like 
as well.
Enablers
Indie/Rock
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk 
Street, San Francisco
I’m biased here, as I already 
like this band and have seen 
them several times before, so I 
wasn’t surprised that San Fran-
cisco’s Enablers rocked my socks 
off  on Sunday night.
Combining manic spoken-
word poetry with an equally 
manic wall of sound supplied 
by the unusual lineup of drums 
and two guitars, Enablers can at 
times be too much to digest at 
once — in a good way. Th eir sets 
are never fl awless, also in a good 
way, as the intensity of the music 
doesn’t just overtake the audi-
ence, but the performers as well.
A soft er side was also to be 
found in the back room of the 
Hemlock when the songs uti-
lized gently played, well-woven 
guitars and the vocalist’s boister-
ous hollers were replaced with 
low murmuring.
Th ere’s not much out there I 
can compare these guys to with-
out stretching too far, but let’s 
just say that if you like music 
that’s ugly in a prett y way, or mu-
sic with spoken word, give them 
a try.
Courtesy of San Jose 
Repertory Theatre
Miss Fisher (left), played by Carrie Paff, with 
Picasso (right), played by James Carpenter.
www.theSpartanDaily.com
Local bands liven music scene PLAY REVIEW: ‘A PICASSO’
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer
Continued online at
thespartandaily.com
A theatrical exposition of the life of a famous artist 
beyond the prodigy and the paintbrush
As a budding journalist, I 
have felt the pressure. 
Th e pressure to write some-
thing so thought provoking, 
intense, and full of passion that 
it will wow every person who 
either fully reads or skims my 
work.
So, I thought about what 
would wow people.
What am I passionate about?
What will make people give a 
damn about what I’m writing?
So many questions. And yet, 
so few answers.
Th at is when I realized that a 
lot of people, or specifi cally, col-
lege students, do not know the 
answers.
Not just to these particu-
lar questions but a lot of other 
things. Whether it be journalists 
aiming to write future Pulitzer 
Prize winning articles or regular 
college students wandering the 
campus aimlessly at least two to 
four days out of the week.
College students would love 
to think that they know exactly 
what they are passionate about 
and exactly what they want to 
do with their lives once they 
graduate. But many don’t.
Th is is why many college stu-
dents freak out aft er their sec-
ond to third year.
Aft er the second year, stu-
dents are supposed to be at the 
halfway point of their college 
career, and that means they are 
halfway to entering a diff erent 
phase of their life. Th e phase 
that took about 12 years, if not 
more, to prepare for.
If students feel pressure aft er 
the second year, the third year is 
worse because they are just that 
much closer.
Th is new phase will continue 
for the rest of our lives and it will 
occupy the time that was usually 
spent studying for a midterm 
or catching up on reading in 
the library.
When the halfway point or 
three-quarter point is reached 
and the answers are still not 
clear, I know many college stu-
dents who start questioning 
whether college is really for 
them, or if the major they chose 
was a huge mistake.
Th en, thoughts of leaving 
school to work full-time to make 
more money and think about 
where their lives are headed start 
to sound deliciously appealing.
I would be lying if I said I had 
not thought about it. But know-
ing that a high school diploma is 
about as valuable as the award 
you get for best att endance in 
elementary school makes me 
strive to stick it out. 
Knowing that others on cam-
pus are freaking out as much as 
every other college student is 
about the future is awkwardly 
comforting.
So, my advice is to step back 
and relish in that comfort. We 
are in college for many reasons.
One important reason being 
the path to self-discovery.
For those select few who do 
know their passions and are on 
the track to a life of perfection 
with a future job that they will 
love, congratulations.
Even when students gradu-
ate, they will most likely not 
have all of the answers but the 
picture will be a lot clearer. Col-
lege buys students wisdom and 
it also buys them time. While in 
college, they are meant to take 
this time to get to know them-
selves and who they are going to 
become.
If they do not like who they 
are becoming, they have the 
power to change. So, in taking 
my own advice to heart, I don’t 
feel so bad that I’m not sure 
what will rock the worlds of the 
entire San Jose State University 
population.
Chances are that most col-
lege students are on the same 
page. 
Th ey are discovering their 
passions and uncovering those 
thought-provoking opinions 
day by day. With that said, my 
next article will probably still 
not be all I wish it could be, 
but it will be something I give a 
damn about.
So, if I will give a damn, then 
I am sure at least one other per-
son will, and that will be OK 
enough for me.
I did not doubt for a mo-
ment what the outcome of our 
last election would be. Nor did I 
question, like some, whether or 
not America was ready to elect 
its fi rst black president; I knew 
the time had come.
What I did not expect was 
for the world to hoist our star 
quarterback, Barack, on its col-
lective shoulders and fl aunt him 
through the village streets in a 
ticker-tape parade of ridiculous 
triumph. Although I shouldn’t 
be too astonished. 
Th e heart of every Obama 
speech and interview leading up 
to the election was an unspoken 
picture of Barack and Michelle 
clamoring up the railing to stand 
in embrace on a ship’s bow, 
screaming into the night, “I’m 
the King of the World!”
I realized the whole world 
was watching, waiting, hoping. 
But my outstanding thought 
came in the form of a warn-
ing: Mr. President, be wary. Be-
cause there are some places you 
shouldn’t be liked. And there are, 
without question, some people 
whom you should not want to be 
liked by.
Fidel Castro gave his vote 
of confi dence for our president 
when he lauded him as a “man 
who is absolutely sincere.” 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Yousuf Raza Gilani was quoted 
saying, “I hope that under your 
dynamic leadership, (the) Unit-
ed States will continue to be a 
source of global peace and new 
ideas for humanity.” 
And British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown said, “Barack 
Obama ran an inspirational cam-
paign, energizing politics with 
his progressive values and his vi-
sion for the future.”
I still did not grasp it, how-
ever, until a Kenyan politician I 
befriended in D.C. last summer 
shed some light on it for me. 
Featured on his blog site, the 
Kenyan Analyst, was the work 
of one of his colleagues, Njonjo 
Mue, who wrote:
“Th e world celebrated as Ba-
rack Obama was sworn in as the 
44th President of the United 
States, and Kenya basked in 
the refl ected glory of ‘one of 
our own’ taking the charge of 
the ‘most powerful nation on 
earth.’ But our celebration, like 
so many other things in this 
beloved country, is a lie. ... We 
have exported our collective 
hopes to one Barack Hussein 
Obama, he of the K’Ogelo ex-
traction, whom we have claimed 
as one of our own. Our leaders 
have fallen all over themselves 
to send congratulations to him 
as he assumes the reigns of the 
most powerful offi  ce on earth. 
Th ey even gave us a public holi-
day when his people elected him 
their 44th President. ...”
It was the great-thinking Ma-
chiavelli who said the best prince 
will declare his alliances and his 
enemies boldly. For, irresolute 
princes seeking to avoid danger 
always choose the neutral path, 
and fall to ruin — and are likely 
to fall prey to the conqueror. 
Moreover, it is truer to respect a 
true friend or blatant enemy.
For monsieur le president, I 
cannot diff erentiate between his 
enemies and his friends. And if 
the president is going to be eff ec-
tive in foreign aff airs, it will not 
be done on a blurry playing fi eld. 
(Which is primarily why Fox 
News is still talking about Bill 
Ayers, and why Bill O’Reilly is 
still yapping about how we don’t 
know who the president is.)
And, well, if Obama is going 
to be effi  cacious in diplomacy, 
it will not be achieved by try-
ing to extend olive branches to 
foes (Iran) who are unwilling to 
even consider clasping an out-
stretched hand.
In exemplis, Mr. Obama told 
Al Arabiya, a pan-Arab satellite 
network, in his fi rst sit-down 
interview aft er becoming com-
mander-in-chief, “Iran has acted 
in ways that’s not conducive to 
peace and prosperity in the re-
gion ... But I do think that it is 
important for us to be willing 
to talk to Iran, to express very 
clearly where our diff erences are, 
but where there are potential av-
enues for progress. If countries 
like Iran are willing to unclench 
their fi st, they will fi nd an ex-
tended hand from us.”
To which Iran’s government 
spokesman, Gholam Hossein 
Elham, replied, “Th is request 
means Western ideology has 
become passive, that capitalist 
thought and the system of domi-
nation have failed. Negotiation 
is secondary, the main issue is 
that there is no way but for the 
(United States) to change.”
Now, I have to say Henry 
Kissinger was right: You cannot 
conduct nice diplomacy. You 
cannot be the funny guy who is 
begging not to be punched be-
cause you are nice. What you re-
ally want is for them not to punch 
you, because if they do, you will 
kick the hell out of them.
If you ask me, our president is 
already breaking a fundamental, 
Machiavellian rule: He is trying 
too hard to be loved, rather than 
feared. Now, it shouldn’t be as-
sumed that he run about like a 
despot, without reaching across 
the aisle (or globe), but rather, 
he should be a benevolent force 
to be reckoned with.
I tell you, Mr. President, be 
loved. But, above all, be feared. 
Because men are fi ckle and un-
grateful and covetous and all 
yours whilst you do them good, 
but revolt in the depths.
If you are a transfer stu-
dent, whether you transferred 
from a community college, 
private school or another state 
university, you have no doubt 
faced numerous diffi  culties 
while transitioning from your 
previous institution to SJSU.
Missing transcripts, gener-
al education classes that don’t 
match SJSU requirements, 
lost test scores, diff erent 
graduation requirements and 
every other obstacle student 
services can come up with to 
keep you from graduating on 
time are prevalent.
I am a transfer student. 
SJSU is actually the third 
college I’ve att ended. I also 
changed my major from music 
to journalism. In other words, 
I’ve committ ed bureaucratic 
suicide, and have remained an 
undergraduate for six years.
Th e system doesn’t seem 
designed for people who 
change their minds. If you en-
ter SJSU straight out of high 
school, know exactly what you 
want to major in and stick to a 
cute litt le GE path and major 
plan, you’ll do just fi ne.
But if you have any doubts 
about your career path or the 
school you’ve chosen, you’re 
screwed, and are forced to 
join the growing legions of 
“super seniors” who spend 
fi ve, six, seven or more years 
as undergrads.
Talking with advisers and 
administrators has almost be-
come a full-time job for me. 
I mean, I literally spent two 
weeks trying to get my Writ-
ing Profi ciency Exam scores 
from Cal State Long Beach 
sent to the SJSU testing and 
evaluation department.
One would think that Cali-
fornia State University testing 
departments could simply fax 
test scores to each other. One 
would be wrong. It probably 
would have been easier for me 
to just take the Writing Skills 
Test. But test scores weren’t 
my only problem.
I spent four years pursu-
ing a music degree before I 
changed majors. I probably 
had enough music units to 
minor twice at Cal State Long 
Beach, yet I can’t get a music 
minor at SJSU without taking 
more units in SJSU’s music 
department. Th is wouldn’t 
be a problem if I didn’t have 
to re-take upper division GE 
courses.
Th e courses known as 
SJSU Studies, the required 
collection of vague classes 
that end in words like “in so-
ciety” or “and culture,” are 
known as Capstones at CSU 
Long Beach. And although 
administrators will tell you 
that SJSU Studies are unique 
to this campus and diff er from 
upper division GE at other 
schools, they taste about as 
diff erent to me as Diet Coke 
and Coke Zero.
Students shouldn’t have to 
spend so much time dealing 
with these issues. It creates 
unnecessary stress and takes 
up important time that could 
be used for studying.
Th e CSU system needs 
more standardized processes. 
Th e four-year plan is clearly a 
thing of the past. I have per-
sonally met only one person 
who graduated in the tradi-
tional four years. Th e problem 
is probably not the exclusive 
result of administrative diffi  -
culties, but I’m sure it is a con-
tributing factor. Th e system 
needs to adapt to the chang-
ing student body.
Changing schools within 
the state system should be as 
simple as mailing a transcript. 
An endless stream of bureau-
cracy helps no one, especially 
students.
Aft er all, isn’t helping stu-
dents one of the main reasons 
we have universities?
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 What I did not 
expect was for the 
world to hoist our 
star quarterback, 
Barack, on its col-
lective shoulders 
and fl aunt him 
through the village 
streets in a ticker-
tape parade of 
ridiculous triumph.
All I know is that I don’t know
DID YOU KNOW...
Turtles can breathe out of their butts? 
They take in a portion of their oxygen 
supply from the cloaca, an opening 
in the animal’s posterior.
— The Straight Dope
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support and maintain the Califor-
nia State University system, said 
Marlene Anderson, department 
head of the Bursar’s Offi  ce.
“Although this may seem high, 
California still has some of the 
most reasonable tuitions,” An-
derson said.  “In the East Coast, 
students have to pay about $1,400 
for community colleges.”
Even though students pay 
$1,524, California taxpayers still 
contribute an additional $6,800 
per student. Th e amount that a 
student pays is just a portion of 
the state university fee, accord-
ing to the SJSU Bursar’s Offi  ce.
“I never really noticed the 
increase in specifi c fees,” said 
Kim Le, a senior biology major. 
“When I saw my tuition was 
more than last year’s fee, I just 
thought that since everything 
else is more expensive, why 
not education?”
Campus fees have also risen 
and will continue to rise to sup-
port new projects, according to 
the Student Union’s 2007-2008 
annual report.
“Th e Student Center Facili-
ties Project, which includes the 
renovation and expansion of 
both the Student Union build-
ing and the Sport Club, is well 
on its way,” said Cathy Busalac-
chi, executive director of the 
Student Union.
The new project will include 
a drastic makeover for spaces 
such as the food court, meeting 
rooms and the ballroom. New 
additions to the Student Union 
will include a 24-hour cyber 
cafe and a multi-purpose the-
ater space.
The Student Union Inc. 
sent a survey to 30,163 stu-
dents through their MySJSU 
accounts in 2006, asking stu-
dents about their usage of the 
facilities and areas in which 
they wanted to see improvement.
“I think it’s time we update 
our school’s look,” said Jesus 
Gonzales, a sophomore civil 
engineering major.  “Everything 
looks like it’s from the ’80s.”
With more than 13 percent of 
the student population partici-
pating in the survey, representa-
tives of the corporation are con-
fi dent that it is listening to the 
students and giving them what 
they need, Busalacchi said.
“We’re in the heart of Sili-
con Valley,” said Jeremiah 
Heredia, a senior pharmacol-
ogy major.  “Aren’t we supposed 
to look more high-tech than 
other schools?”
In order to fund the project, 
Student Union fees will con-
tinue to increase by $30 every 
semester, said Busalacchi. Cur-
rently, the Student Union fee is 
$186, according to the Bursar’s 
Web site.
Th e Student Union fee covers 
other facilities such as the Sport 
Club, the Aquatic Center and 
the ATM kiosk. 
Since the Student Union is a 
non-profi t corporation, it only 
runs on student fees and self-
generated revenues, such as 
rental income, according to the 
Student Union’s 2007-2008 an-
nual report.
Negotiations between the 
project team and an architec-
tural fi rm has yet to determine 
a start date for construction, but 
the project is scheduled to be 
fi nished by 2013, according to 
the report.  
O’Connor Construction 
has been hired on for the proj-
ect, said Busalacchi. Some 
students expressed concern 
about their limited time with 
the new facilities.
“Even though I’m paying the 
raised student fees, I’m going 
to graduate in a year,” said Sahil 
Saini, a senior business major. “I 
won’t get to enjoy the facilities 
that I helped pay for.”
“It sucks that I won’t be able 
to use the 24-hour cyber cafe,” 
said Amy Benson, a freshman 
health science major. “Th e only 
thing we have opened for 24 
hours is the library, and that’s 
only during fi nals.”
Busalacchi said that students 
can fi nd solace in the fact that 
although the majority of people 
using these future facilities will 
be students, the Student Union 
is a public facility and open for 
anybody to use.
“I defi nitely want to check out 
the theater and cafe when I come 
back for my master’s,” said Jeryl 
Cruz, a junior graphic design 
major.
Th e Student Union fee is the 
highest that students pay, accord-
ing to the Bursar’s Web site, but 
there are smaller fees that make 
up SJSU’s tuition.
A $99 instructional related 
fee, the second highest campus 
fee, funds campus programs 
such as drama performances, 
concerts and intercollegiate ath-
letics, according to the Bursar’s 
Web site.
“I’m glad I actually read the 
paper and listen to the school ra-
dio because I am partially paying 
for them,” said Jerry Su, a sopho-
more television, radio, fi lm and 
theater major.
Th e Health Service fee is the 
third highest fee at $75.50 and 
pays for services to all students, 
even those who already have 
their own insurance, according to 
the Bursar’s Web site.
“I pay a lot of money each 
month for my own insurance,” 
said James Chu, a junior psychol-
ogy major. “I could use that $75 
for other things.”
A facility fee for the health 
center is $23 and supports three 
main expenditures: salaries, sup-
plies and facility costs, accord-
ing to Roger Elrod, the director 
of the Student Health Center. 
He said the staff  recently pur-
chased an electronic medical 
record system.
“Th is soft ware package will 
help us to increase access and 
effi  ciency in our services,” Elrod 
said.  “Students should be able to 
see some of these improvements 
by late this spring.”
If additional funding was 
provided, Elrod said he hopes 
to increase services for wom-
en’s health and the students’ 
mental health.
Another fee shown on the 
students’ “account details” page 
is the transit fee, which include 
students’ VTA passes. 
Th e Child Development oper-
ations fee and services fee support 
the operation for the Child Care 
Center, according to the Bursar’s 
Web site.
A document fee of $15 cov-
ers the cost of students’ Tower 
Cards, transcripts and diplomas. 
If students lose their Tower Card, 
they must pay an additional $5 to 
replace it.
“Even though we pay a lot for 
school, it seems anything that 
we need we have here at school,” 
said Anthony Bell, a junior engi-
neering major. 
“From my health, to how I 
get to school, to if I want to play 
sports, everything is provided 
for.  I’ve just got to start using 
more services.”
Courtesy of Student Center Facility ProjectSJSU’s plans for remodeling the Student Union, which is expected to be completed in 2013.
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Continued from page 1
Undergraduate
Full-time: $1,996
Part-time: $1,357
Graduate
Full-time: $2,350
Part-time: $1,561
Non-resident undergraduate
Full-time: $4,369 - $7,081
Part-time: $1,696 - $3,391
Non-resident graduate
Full-time: $4,723 - $7,435
Part-time: $1,900 - $3,595
Source: Bursar’s Offi ce
